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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-25 are pending in this action. 

2. Tiiis is a first action on the instant application. 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-10 and 21-25 are, drawn to location monitoring based on request 
signal or feedback signal, classified in class 455, subclass 456.2. 

II. Claims 17-20 are, drawn to location monitoring at system equipment, 
classified in class 455, subclass 456.5. 

III. Claims 11-16 are, drawn to monitoring laud speakers location, classified in 
class 381, subclass 103. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons- 
Inventions I, II and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the system for monitoring the 
location of laud speakers is not required by the system that monitors the location of 
Base stations; and a location determination system for base stations is not necessarily 
required by other location monitoring systems since location monitoring involves into a 
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plethora of other applications like satellite, radar, transponder/responder, etc. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as, invention II can be used for monitoring 
locations of airplanes (radar), monitoring locations of responders, and monitoring mobile 
stations; and invention III can be used for monitoring locations of child or/and files 
and/or other items using short range communications medium. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N Zewdu whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5418. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Meless Zewdu 




WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



Examiner 



04 August 2004. 



NOTICE OF OFHCE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WTIH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U-S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent referoices cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patrat 
Refeience.*' Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E*Patent Refemce feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1 . 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
fwww.USPTO.gov) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate fiom Ae Office; 

(2) obtain a customer numbo^ from the Office, and (3) properiy associate applications with Ite 
customer number. The pilot project docs not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patait literature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Refermce, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by appUcants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvmient over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not tepresented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no^cost USPTO Public Key 
Infirastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Referaice feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The fiill instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<httD://www.usDto,gov/ebc/downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB12S,at: http://www.uspto.pov/web/forms/sbO 1 25 .pdf The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840. or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you axe a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
. number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/cbc/registration pair.html . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patmt and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. Th&size of die 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the reft^ences 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if need^, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. pat«it and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encoura/- r- ! to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new ir . nal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application p il Hcations to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying conu.^ of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to die 
Electronic Business Center (BBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRefCTence@uspto.gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Commoits will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with appUcations should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing pq>er copies of U.S. patent refermces cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after Fd>niary 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
appUcant until such time as substantially all appUcations have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system caii be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to die EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 





Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 

In suDDort of its 21*' Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Government beginning in 
uneT04;thrUnited Sta^ Patent'and Trademark Office (Office or ^f^^^;;'^^^,^^:'- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloadmg capab.1.^ of ^^^^ 
V S patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions^via the ^'^^^^ 
Referen^^^e of throffice's Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
«a^rmall^g paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent ^^^PP^^ f'''^^^^ 
OffiracLs (in%plications and during reexamination proceedings) except for "t^^ns rnade 
Jurin" fhe international stage of an international application under the P^^J^ooperat^^^^^^ 
(PCl! In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature «PP'»^^7^^^VhlSe^fl 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtam a customer number from the | 
Troierly as«>ciate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies pf alVU.^ 
pZS and^aLm applicaXn publications can be accessed without a digHaUcmfi^l^te^^ 
L^?^b site from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and fiom corm,fi^al^up|j,The^. 
T^^^rL «f cnnlvm., naoer cooies of foreign palentdocuftwy^^ 
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patM»ts'and:u:s>^^^ 

lf>ubli^6hs has been es^^ 
•fef^ce and Private PAIRi?^^ 

sol^v^ aha a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly ?ncouia^d to^ 
eSl?tS^:^sCenter ^acquire item^^ 'li^^f^Sf^Sf 

contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at866-2l7^|gtoll-f^^2^p;^or ^ 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ehc@,uspto.Roy. i - : v tf^J^^. ^ - ' - 

Other Options haid^ . 

The l-'-Palent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system 

wh ch sta' i hcsTonndcmi^ communications with the applicant. >^PP«^-^.^^. "^'"^ "^.^ fa^^^^^ 

must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtammg patents which do ... 

Tt ^QUirM dilital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program . 

(ImnXww usp^^o ^ The USPTO-s Office of Public Records also supphes 

copil^s of pImUs for a fee (lumiZ^bm^o rov/ocms7Sp/indcx.html). Commercial sources also 

provide U.S. patents and palciU application publications. 
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